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District, in Aurora, MN, which re-
cently earned an Award for Excellence 
in Education for its exceptional and in-
novative achievements in educating 
children. 

The Mesabi East School District is 
truly a model of educational success. 
The district believes the education of 
our students goes beyond the class-
room walls to include helping children 
develop compassion and the desire to 
serve their community. 

Toward that goal, for the past 9 
years, the Mesabi East Schools have 
sponsored Project Elf, which provides 
clothing, food, and toys for less fortu-
nate families in the area who apply for 
the assistance. Donations are solicited 
from local merchants, and student vol-
unteers receive a budget to shop for 
each family. All names are kept con-
fidential. Recently, Project Elf in-
spired another initiative, called Elf 
Central. Participating students and 
staff volunteer to stay after school to 
make gifts for people in need of a 
cheerful message. The effort became a 
groundswell; now, 457 students volun-
teer often, throughout the year. 

Students’ community involvement 
exceeds helping families and those in 
need. Over the past 6 years, the stu-
dents of the Mesabi East Schools have 
sponsored a carefully planned Veterans 
Day celebration to honor the men and 
women who have given so much for 
their country. The Veterans Day cere-
mony has become a hallmark of com-
munity pride and a wonderful form of 
appreciation for the sacrifices of all 
our Nation’s veterans. 

In addition, the Mesabi East District 
has focused particular attention on 
early childhood education. Recently, 
the District created a nonprofit entity 
dedicated to researching the best pos-
sible way to provide services to fami-
lies. This group has quickly organized 
a variety of early childhood activities 
within the community. 

Much of the credit for the success of 
the Mesabi East School District be-
longs to its superintendent, Gene 
Paulson; the principals, Sam Wilkes 
and Jorma Rahkola; and all the dedi-
cated teachers. The students and staff 
at Mesabi East Schools understand 
that, in order to be successful, a school 
must go beyond achieving academic 
success; it must also provide a nur-
turing environment where students can 
develop the knowledge, skills, and atti-
tudes for success throughout life. All of 
the faculty, staff, and students at 
Mesabi East Schools should be very 
proud of their accomplishments. 

I congratulate the Mesabi East 
School District in Aurora for winning 
the Award for Excellence in Education 
and for its exceptional contributions to 
education in Minnesota.∑ 
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JOHN A. JOHNSON ACHIEVEMENT 
PLUS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor John A. Johnson 
Achievement Plus Elementary School, 

in Saint Paul, MN, which recently 
earned an Award for Excellence in Edu-
cation for its exceptional and innova-
tive achievements in educating chil-
dren. 

John A. Johnson Elementary School 
is truly a model of educational success. 
A state-of-the-art community school, 
it was the first recipient of the Richard 
W. Riley Award for Excellence in Com-
munity Schools, which is conferred by 
the KnowledgeWorks Foundation, a 
public education philanthropy in Ohio. 
John A. Johnson Elementary, which 
serves 320 children in kindergarten 
through grade six, was deemed the best 
community school in the Nation and 
won this distinction merely 4 years 
after opening its doors. 

As one of Minnesota’s best-per-
forming schools serving children of a 
predominantly low-income population, 
Johnson has accumulated truly impres-
sive academic accomplishments. For 
example, during the school’s first 2 
years of operation, 2000–2002, only 50 
percent of the children tested average 
or above average on standardized read-
ing tests. However, for the past 2 years, 
nearly 80 percent scored average or 
above average. 

Improvements in math scores at 
John A. Johnson Elementary are 
equally remarkable. Last year, stand-
ardized test scores in math were within 
two percentage points of the district 
average. Only 3 years ago, John A. 
Johnson pupils were 30 points below 
the district average. 

John A. Johnson Elementary does 
more than teach children; it is struc-
tured to assist families and reduce bar-
riers to education that impede chil-
dren’s learning. The school integrates 
support services by forming partner-
ships with many community organiza-
tions and making these services avail-
able to help parents. 

Much of the credit for John A. John-
son Achievement Plus Elementary 
School’s success belongs to its prin-
cipal, Frank Feinberg, and the dedi-
cated teachers. The students and staff 
at John A. Johnson Elementary School 
understand that, in order to be success-
ful, a school must go beyond achieving 
academic success; it must also provide 
a nurturing environment where stu-
dents can develop the knowledge, 
skills, and attitudes for success 
throughout life. All of the faculty, 
staff, and students at John A. Johnson 
Achievement Plus Elementary School 
should be very proud of their accom-
plishments. 

I congratulate John A. Johnson Ele-
mentary School in Saint Paul for win-
ning the Award for Excellence in Edu-
cation and for its exceptional contribu-
tions to education in Minnesota.∑ 
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LAKE HARRIET COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL, MINNEAPOLIS, MIN-
NESOTA 

∑ Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Lake Harriet Commu-
nity School, in Minneapolis, MN, which 

recently earned an Award for Excel-
lence in Education for its exceptional 
and innovative achievements in edu-
cating children. 

Lake Harriet Community School is 
truly a model of educational success. 
The school is fully committed to its 
mission of guiding students to love 
learning and to celebrate and respect a 
diverse population, and also to em-
power young people to reach their full 
potential as knowledgeable, respon-
sible, and confident citizens of the 
global community. The school focuses 
on educating the whole child. Opportu-
nities abound across a broad spectrum, 
so that virtually every interest is 
served: love of music and art, athletics, 
competitive chess, the environment, 
and history. At Lake Harriet, young 
people are invited to get involved and 
are helped to excel in pursuing their in-
terests. 

Lake Harriet School reflects the di-
versity of its city, and it opens its 
doors to the entire community. Stu-
dents are given the privilege of meet-
ing other young people of many dif-
ferent cultures, experiences, and abili-
ties. Students come to Lake Harriet 
Community School from a variety of 
Minneapolis neighborhoods, and the 
school is proud of its record of fos-
tering respect and appreciation for di-
versity. 

The academic achievements of the 
students who attend Lake Harriet 
Community School are among the 
highest in Minnesota. For 2 successive 
years, the school has earned five-star 
status in both reading and math from 
the Minnesota Department of Edu-
cation, an accomplishment realized by 
fewer than 5 percent of all schools in 
the State of Minnesota. 

Much of the credit for Lake Harriet 
Community School’s success belongs to 
its principal, Marsha Seltz, and all the 
dedicated teachers. The students and 
staff at Lake Harriet Community 
School understand that, in order to be 
successful, a school must go beyond 
achieving academic success; it must 
also provide a nurturing environment 
where students can develop the knowl-
edge, skills, and attitudes for success 
throughout life. All of the faculty, 
staff, and students at Lake Harriet 
Community School should be very 
proud of their accomplishments. 

I congratulate Lake Harriet Commu-
nity School in Minneapolis for winning 
the Award for Excellence in Education 
and for its exceptional contributions to 
education in Minnesota.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO BRAD COHEN 

∑ Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute to a remarkable 
young man, Brad Cohen. Brad is a 
teacher and an author. Brad Cohen is 
one of the more than 100,000 people in 
the United States who have full-blown 
Tourette syndrome. 

I first met Brad through his loving 
father and my friend Norm Cohen. 
Later, as chairman of the State Board 
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